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SPEECH TO EAST HANTS COUNCIL – PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING  
14TH NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Good evening members of the Committee. I am here to speak in support of the application. 

 

The proposal has come about because the Applicants wish to ‘downsize’ and sell off part of the 

house. Because of its size they have not been able to sell the house as existing. (There is no 

demand for a seven bedroom family house, with 5 ½ acres of land.)  

 

Accordingly this application seeks permission for three smaller units formed from the sub-division 

of the existing house, and the conversion of the outbuilding. It is important to note the scheme 

does not involve the extension of either of the existing buildings. The only addition will be fencing 

to subdivide the new gardens. 

 

Due to the nature of the proposal being both sub-division of an existing dwelling, and conversion 

of an outbuilding, we consider the scheme accords with National and Local Plan Policy.  This is 

supported by the Opinion of a Planning Barrister, submitted as part of this application, which 

concludes the proposal overwhelmingly accords with the statutory development plan.  

 

There are no Technical objections to the proposal and, your Officers have concluded that the 

proposal would not detract from the character and appearance of the area, would not impact on 

any neighbouring amenity and is acceptable in terms of highway safety and parking.  

 

Officers reasons for recommending permission is refused relates solely to the location of the 

development outside the settlement boundary of Liphook.  

 

However,  National Planning Policy has been re-drafted since the Local Plan policies were 

adopted in 2014 and the subdivision of homes is now supported even in the countryside outside 

Settlements.  The Plan encourages the subdivision of large dwellings which are isolated, it 

therefore follows that it also encourages the subdivision of dwelling houses in non isolated 

countryside locations, such as Hewshott.   

 

In addition, other National Policies encourage the development in one village where it would 

support services in a village nearby.  We, together with the Barrister are strongly of the opinion 
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that the NPPF therefore supports the development of the site given the close proximity to the 

services in Liphook 

 

The Applicants who have lived in the property for 22 years, have advised that the walk to the 

post office and Co-op takes 13 minutes. We are aware that many of the residents of Hewshott 

walk or cycle into Liphook.  In this respect the site is not remote from services. 

 

In addition local plan Policy C14 supports the ‘change of use’  of existing buildings to residential 

use.  Whilst Local Plan Policy H7 allows subdivision of dwellings outside settlements provided 

certain criteria are met. The proposal therefore accords with these policies. 

 

The case officer states the proposal is contrary to Core Strategy  policy CP19. However the Policy 

pre-dates the NPPF and is inconsistent with that document as it doesn’t acknowledge sub-

division of dwellings is now allowed by National policy.  Therefore we consider Policy CP19 is not 

relevant to this application 

 

In respect to other cited Core Strategy policies, it is the case no harm to the districts natural 

environment will result from the proposed sub-division.  This is confirmed within the report to 

committee, where on all ecological and environmental issues are assessed by the Officer, who 

then  confirms there are no objections on any grounds.  

 

Given the clear national and local policy support for this proposal, we ask that you support the 

application this evening, and grant permission.   

  

 


